Contemporary Personalities
definitely repelled by his screaming and rather bullying style. But from him Bonar Law imbibed early the stimulus of an honourable ambition which never deserted him in later life. And I do not doubt that the young merchant whose intellectual advancement marched side by side with his business progress cherished political hopes of the highest order from tile days of his earliest youth. Mr. Asquith is said—I know not with what truth—to have described him once as "meekly ambitious." But I can detect no moment in a distinguished career at which he has shown any undue meekness, or faltered before any legitimate occasion of forwarding a legitimate purpose.
His success in business proved so rapid that in the year 1900 he found himself in a position to contest the Blackfriars Division of Glasgow, a constituency which he represented until his defeat in 1906. The House of Commons which he s§ entered was a very remarkable one. Elected upon the khaki issue, and pledged to enter tTpon no controversial topics, it immediately proceeded to deal in the most controversial manner with the vexed subjects of Licensing and Education. Soon most of its abler and younger members became disaffected. Even Lord Hugh Cecil joined a cave, though he was never prepared, as Mr. Winston Churchill and his friends were, to join the Liberal Party.
In  a  Parliamentary   situation   already  charged with   disillusionment   and   discontent,   Mr.   Chamberlain suddenly launched his  proposals for Tariff" Reform.   This is not the place to discuss in detail the merits  of  those  proposals,   or the  manner in which they were put forward.    But it is sufficient -to note that  there was  hardly  anyone upon the *         -          • 2         •